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SERMON. 

2  KINGS  xx.  3. 

"  AND  HEZEKIAH  WEPT  SORE."' 

"We  delay  preparation  for  death  ;  but  death  can- 
not be  deferred.     Who  is  prepared  for  this  solemn 
event?    Are  we  this  moment  ready  and  willing  to 
depart?     If  not,  what  ground  can  we  have  for 
hope,  that  our  state  is  safe  ?    We  have  a  striking 
instance,  in  the  piece  of  sacred  history  from  which 
our  text  is  selected,  that  even  good  men  are  not  al- 
ways divested  of  that  dread  of  death,  which  breaks 
their  peace,  though  it  cannot  destroy  their  hope. 
uIn  those  days,  was  Hezekiah  sick  unto  death,  and 
the  prophet  Isaiah,  the  son  of  A.moz,  came  to  him, 
and  said  unto  him,  thus  saith  the  Lord,  Set  thine 
house  in  order ;  for  thou  shalt  die,  and  not  live. 
Then  he  turned  his  face  to  the  wall,  and  prayed 
unto  the  Lord,  saying,  I  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  re- 
member now  how  1  have  walked  before  thee  in 
truth,  and  with  a  perfect  heart,  and  have  done  that 
which  is    good    in  thy  sight;" — then  follow  the 
words  of  the  text — "and  Hezekiah  wept  sore." 
In  discoursing  from  the  words,  I  propose  to  show, 

I.  The  reason  why  death  is  sometimes  a  terror 
even  to  good  men. 

II.  What  improvement  we  should  make  of  this 
consideration. 


I.  I  am  to  show  the  reason  why  death  is  some- 
times a  terror  to  good  men. 

Here  it  will  be  obvious  to  remark — 

1.  That  Christians  are  sanctified  but  in  part  in 
this  life.  Though  justification  is  an  instantaneous 
act,  the  work  of  sanctification  is  progressive. 
"  Sanctify  them  through  thy  word ;  thy  word  is 
truth."  While  sin  remains  in  the  heart,  there  will 
be  doubts  and  fears ;  for  we  see  here  through  a 
glass  darkly.  It  is  not  because  Christians  have  re- 
ligion, that  they  are  at  times  unreconciled  to  death, 
but  because  they  have  not  more  of  it.  It  is  happy 
for  the  humble  believer  in  Christ,  that  he  is  able  to 
overcome  this  reluctance,  dispel  his  fears,  and  brigh- 
ten the  gloomy  veil.  Sin,  which  is  the  sting  of 
death,  is  taken  away,  by  the  glorious  conquest, 
which  Jesus  gained  over  the  last  enemy.  He  can 
now  say  with  triumphant  hope  and  joyful  expecta- 
tion, ik  For  me  to  live  is  Christ — to  die  is  gain." 

%.  The  people  of  God  have  not  their  evidences 
always  clear  for  heaven.  They  sometimes  weep, 
when  death  approaches;  but  Jesus  wipes  away 
their  tears,  and  comforts  these  mourners.  God 
is  a  sovereign  in  the  dispensation  of  his  favors. 
We  can  lay  no  claim  to  the  blessings  of  his 
grace.  How  can  the  friends  of  Jesus  refuse  to  be 
comforted,  when  their  glorious  Lord  has  spoken 
so  kindly  to  them — u  I  will  not  leave  you  comfort- 
less—I  will  come  unto  you  ?"  How  much  comfort 
is  treasured  up  in  that  sacred  declaration,  2  Cor. 
i.  3.  i(  Blessed  be  God,  even  the  Father  of  our  Lord 


Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the  God  of 
all  comfort;  who  comfortcth  us  in  all  our  tribula- 
tion, that  we  may  be  able  to  comfort  them,  which 
are  in  any  trouble,  by  the  comfort,  whereby  we 
ourselves  are  comforted  of  God.  For  as  the  suffer- 
ings of  Christ  abound  in  us,  so  our  consolation 
aboundeth  by  Christ."  The  sincere  Christian, 
under  the  darkness  of  this  present  state  of  sin  and 
imperfection,  is  ready  to  ask,  that  the  veil  which  is 
over  his  mind,  might  be  rent  by  the  power  of  God  ; 
that  the  scales  might  fall  from  his  eyes  ;  and  that 
under  the  banner  of  his  Saviour,  he  might  pass  com- 
fortably and  safely  over  the  Jordan  of  death,  to  the 
promised  land. 

3.  Christians  are  sometimes  alarmed  at  the  pros- 
pect of  death,  because  their  temporal  affairs  are  not 
set  in  order.  "  How  necessary  then  is  the  making  of 
a  will,  when  the  situation  of  our  families  will  admit. 
It  is  surprising  that  this  act  of  prudence,  and  iu- 
deed  of  justice,  should  so  often  he  neglected.  The 
mode  of  bequeathing  our  property  should  be  reli- 
giously considered.  How  much  trouble  and  diffi- 
culty might  be  prevented,  by  the  orderly  settlement 
of  our  general  affairs.  It  is  the  part  of  a  wise  man 
never  to  let  his  concerns  fall  into  a  state  of  confu- 
sion, out  of  which  no  man  can  extricate  them  but 
himself.  What  family  disputes,  what  animosities, 
what  disappointment  and  distress,  what  doubt  and 
suspense  arise  out  of  this  cause  ?"  I  have  known 
persons  of  undoubted  piety,  so  much  perplexed 
about  the  settlement  of  their  temporal  affairs,  as 


scarcely  to  be  able  to  realize  the  important  con- 
cerns of  the  soul.  What  a  source  of  regret,  that 
the  perishing  possessions  of  a  dying  world  should 
break  the  peace  of  the  children  of  God,  when  they 
stand  in  the  greatest  need  of  comfort  in  the  trying 
hour  of  death.  "  Set  thine  house  in  order ;  for  thou, 
shalt  die,  and  not  live,"  may  be  improved  in  a  tem- 
poral and  spiritual  view.  "  Setting  your  affairs  in 
order,  will  not  bring  death  nearer,  but  it  will  ren- 
der his  approach  easier."  The  Christian  thus  pre- 
pared, has  done  with  the  world,  and  has  nothing 
to  do  but  to  die. 

4.  The  people  of  God  are  sometimes  grieved  and 
alarmed  at  the  approach  of  death,  because  they  are 
about  to  be  separated  from  their  nearest  and  dearest 
relatives  and  friends.  Though  their  hearts  are 
sanctified  by  divine  grace,  yet  they  are  alive  to  the 
ties  of  nature,  as  other  men.  At  length,  by  the 
grace  of  God  and  divine  assistance,  they  are  happi- 
ly brought  to  give  up  all  for  the  sake  of  Christ,  and 
to  go  and  be  with  their  dear  Redeemer,  which  is 
far  better. — Blessed  are  the  dead,  who  thus  die  in 
the  Lord. 

5.  Christians  are  sometimes  alarmed  inthejws- 
pect  of  death,  because  they  wish  for  a  longer  time 
to  prepare.  Though  some  flaming  and  hasty  pro- 
fessors may  be  ready  to  say,  We  are  always  ready 
and  willing  to  die  ;  it  is  far  otherwise  with  the  hum- 
ble Christian.  He  is  now  about  to  do  his  greatest 
work.  Eternity  is  before  him,  and  judgment  at 
hand.     He  is  sometimes  ready  to  say,  '  0  spare  me, 


that  I  may  recover  strength,  before  I  go  hence,  an<l 
am  here  no  more.7  The  meek  and  humble  Chris- 
tian is  sometimes  ready  in  the  agonies  of  death,  to 
say  with  with  his  glorious  Master,  "  If  it  be  possi- 
ble, let  this  cup  pass  from  me  ;"  but  if  he  can  add, 
"  Nevertheless,  Father,  not  my  will,  but  thine  be 
done,"  this  will  make  amends  for  all.  The  Chris- 
tian hope,  though  it  does  not  deliver  from  the  stroke 
of  death,  can  triumph  over  this  last  enemy.  "  0 
death,  where  is  thy  sting ;  O  grave,  where  is  thy 
victory ;  the  sting  of  death  is  sin,  the  strength  of 
sin  is  the  law  ;  but  thanks  be  to  God,  who  giveth 
unto  me  the  victory,  through  Jesus  Christ  my 
Lord."  Of  the  Christian  it  may  be  said,  "  All 
things  are  yours  ;  life  and  death,  things  present  and 
things  to  come,  all  are  yours,  and  ye  are  Chrises 
and  Christ  is  God's." 

We  shall  now  proceed,  as  was  proposed,  to  ob- 
serve— 

II.  What  improvement  we  should  make  of  this 
consideration.     And  here  we  may  observe — 

1.  How  safe  and  happy  is  the  state  of  the  chil- 
dren of  God  !  A  good  work  is  begun  in  their  souls, 
which  will  be  carried  on  until  the  day  of  Christ  Je- 
sus. They  have  that  u  preparation  of  the  heart 
and  answer  of  the  tongue,  which  are  from  the 
Lord."  "  Other  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than 
that  which  is  laid,  which  is  Christ."  Neither  self- 
righteousness,  nor  partial  obedience,  can  avail  with 
God.  For  "  except  your  righteousness  exceed  the 
righteousness  of  the  scribes  and  pharisees,  ye  can- 
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not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."  No  preten- 
sions to  religion  can  avail  without  the  reality.  The 
real  saint  has  at  least  one  spark  of  saving  grace — 
the  impenitent  sinner  has  none.  The  hypocrite 
trusts  in  himself — the  Christian  trusts  in  his  Sav- 
iour. There  is  no  safety  but  in  Christ.  There  is 
no  comfort  but  from  Christ.  "  Happy  world,  if  all 
were  Christians  !  Or  at  least,  happy  Christians,  if 
they  showed  more  of  this  brotherly  love  to  each  oth- 
er in  the  world  !  None  can  deny,  that  so  it  ought 
to  be.  O  that  every  one,  who  names  the  name  of 
Christ,  and  believes  himself  to  be  a  member  of  his 
undivided  family,  would  pray  for  faith  and  love  to 
make  him  a  consistent  follower  of  Jesus."  Every 
thing  must  fail  but  true  religion  and  vital  godliness. 
Shall  we  not  then  make  sure  of  the  good  part,  that 
cannot  be  taken  away  ? 

2.  If  those  who  are  prepared  for  death,  are  some- 
times exercised  with  doubts  and  fears,  what  must 
be  the  state  of  such  as  are  wholly  unprepared? 
What  then  becomes  of  that  flattering,  but  danger- 
ous doctrine,  that  no  preparation  is  necessary  for 
death  and  judgment  ?  The  doctrine  of  regeneration 
is  grounded  upon  the  idea  of  human  depravity. 
What  necessity  could  there  be  for  this  change,  if 
we  were  already  prepared  P  The  doctrines  of faith, 
repentance,  and  new  obedience,  all  imply,  that  man- 
kind, while  in  a  state  of  nature,  are  unprepared  for 
death  and  judgment.  "  He  that  believeth  shall  be 
saved ;  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be  damned." 
Supposing  that  a  pardon  should  be  offered  to  a 


condemned  malefactor,  upon  the  condition  that  he 
should  apply  for  it ;  should  he  not  believe  this  dec- 
laration,  and  neglect  to  seek  for  a  pardon,  would 
not  the  blame  lie  at  his  own  door,  if  he  should 
fail?  How  can  we  expect  salvation  if  we  do  not 
believe  the  doctrines  of  salvation  ?  And  except 
we  repent,  we  must  all  likewise  perish.  "  If  the 
righteous  scarcely  be  saved,  where  will  the  ungodly 
and  sinner  appear  ?"  If  we  were  about  to  appear 
before  some  great  earthly  potentate,  should  we  not 
make  some  preparation  ?  Is  it  not  written — Pre- 
pare to  meet  thy  God  f 

3.  If  the  evidences  of  Christians  are  sometimes 
clouded  in  the  near  view  of  death,  then  what  is  the 
hope  of  the  sinner  at  that  trying  hour  ?  If  the  most 
pious  and  exemplary  Christian  experiences  so 
much  grief  and  distress  from  remaining  sin  and 
indwelling  corruption,  then  what  pungent  sorrow 
and  insupportable  anguish  must  the  sinner  feel, 
when  he  comes  to  himself,  but  only  to  see  that 
he  is  too  late  !  Is  it  too  late  then  for  a  poor  sinner 
to  seek  for  mercy,  when  death  stares  him  in  the 
face  ?  Have  not  some  been  saved,  who  put  off  their 
repentance  until  the  eleventh  hour  ?  But  what  will 
become  of  such  as  defer  this  work  until  the  twelfth 
hour  ?  What  is  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite,  when 
God  taketh  away  his  soul  ?  What  is  the  hope  of 
the  sinner,  who  is  trusting  in  this  dying  world, 
when  the  solemn  message  is  sounding  in  his  ear, 
"Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  soul  shall  be  required 
of  thee  ?"    The  day  of  life  has  been  trifled   away : 
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the  night  of  death  is  now  come.  All  in  a  hurry 
and  confusion — no  oil  in  your  lamps  ;  while  death 
is  brandishing  his  mortal  dart,  and  the  terrors  of 
judgment,  in  dreadful  array !  The  humble  Chris- 
tian, though  he  may  experience  grief  and  sorrow, 
when  death  approaches,  and  weep  sore,  yet  he  is 
sure  to  be  comforted  ;  while  the  proud  and  self- 
coufident  sinner  is  filled  with  pain  and  anguish, 
which  will  be  increasing  through  an  eternal  dura- 
tion. For  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not 
quenched ;  nor  can  we  escape  this  misery  but  by 
fleeing  from  it. 

4.  If  Christians  are  sometimes  in  darkness  when 
death  approaches,  then  let  them  not  despair  of  the 
divine  mercy.  Nor  let  them  be  greatly  surprised, 
as  they  are  hereby  wonderfully  conformed  to  their 
blessed  Master,  in  his  humiliation,  whose  human 
nature  shuddered  before  the  King  of  terrors,  when 
he  uttered  this  emphatic  language  ;  i(  My  Grodf  my 
God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?"  Our  heavenly 
Father  deals  with  his  people,  as  he  did  with  his 
best  beloved  Son  ; — if  they  are  forsaken,  it  is  only 
for  a  small  moment;  for  with  everlasting  loving 
kindness  he  will  gather  them.  If  their  conflict  is 
sharp,  their  victory  is  sure.  Through  Christ's 
strengthening  them,  they  can  do  all  things  to  the 
glory  of  God  and  their  own  everlasting  comfort. 

5.  Let  all  be  persuaded  immediately  to  prepare 
for  death  and  judgment.     In  order  to  this — 

1.  Make  conscience  of  performing  secret  prayer. 
This  duty  is  enjoined  and  enforced  by  the  precept 
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and  example  of  Jesus  Christ — "  But  thou,  when 
thou  prayest,  enter  into  thy  closet,  and  when  thou 
hast  shut  thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Father,  who  seeth 
in  secret,  and  he  will  reward  you  openly."  The 
hypocrite  is  no  closet  man.  He  depends  upon  the 
outward,  showy  farts  of  religion  ;  on  public  occa- 
sions, and  in  the  corners  of  the  streets,  you  may 
hear  his  voice,  but  at  home  you  will  find  him,  what 
he  really  is,  a  boasting,  empty  professor. 

2.  In  order  to  have  our  minds  prepared  for  death, 
let  us  be  conscientious  in  performing  family  prayer. 
This  duty  is  closely  connected  with  the  religious 
education  of  children  and  youth.  The  general 
neglect  of  this  important  duty,  is  most  destructive  to 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  families.  Do  we  em- 
ploy the  week  in  the  pursuit  of  the  world,  and  can 
we  not  spare  an  hour,  from  every  revolving  day  for 
the  purpose  of  family  prayer  ?  The  example  of 
Cornelius,  a  devout  heathen,  who  worshipped  God 
in  his  house,  may  rebuke  the  negligence  of  Chris- 
tians, who  can  live  without  family  prayer. 

3.  Let  the  important  duty  of  public  worship  be 
conscientiously  attended.  This  divine  institution 
is  well  adapted  to  moderate  our  attachment  to  this 
perishing  world.  Where  people  neglect  this  rea- 
sonable and  scriptural  duty,  they  soon  become  en- 
tirely devoted  to  this  world,  and  quite  unconcerned 
about  another.  This  melancholy  fact  is  clearly 
evinced  by  observation  and  experience.  "  It  gen- 
erally fares  with  a  people,  as  it  fares  with  the 

SABBATH." 


4.  The  subject,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  may  af- 
ford consolation  for  this  mourning  family.  You 
may,  my  afflicted  friends,  cherish  a.  comfortable  hope 
in  respect  to  the  future  welfare  of  your  deceased 
relative,  in  the  same  proportion  as  she  was  a  fol- 
lower of  Christ.  You  may  safely  walk  in  her 
steps,  so  far  as  you  can  find,  that  she  walked  in  the 
steps  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus.  It  is  happy 
for  us,  that  we  are  not  to  pass  sentence.  Let 
me  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  for  his  tender 
mercies  are  great.  Let  me  not  fall  into  the 
hands  of  man,  for  his  tender  mercies  are  cru- 
elty. Man  is  often  influenced  by  prejudice,  and 
oftener  by  passion.  But  it  is  not  so  with  the  Bles- 
sed God.  Therefore  let  us  judge  nothing  before 
the.  time;  but  wait  in  humble  submission  and  pa- 
tient hope,  the  all-important  decisions  of  the  righ- 
teous, merciful,  and  impartial  Judge  of  quick  and 
dead;  ^Then  shall  ye  return  and  discern 
between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  be- 
tween him  who  served  God,  and  him  who 
served  him  not."    amen. 


